
SPRH NEWSLETTER 20 OCTOBER 2016        
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Follow us on: 

http://facebook.com/sciencesporefugeehelp www.refugeehelp.fr refugeehelp@sciencespo.fr 

Sciences Po Refugee Help is a student association started by highly motivated and 
compassionate young students from Sciences Po aiming to make a difference in the 
lives of refugees and asylum seekers in France. Started in 2015, SPRH has made 
incredible progress in organising charity events, distributing relief materials and 
spreading the spirit of volunteerism and willingness to help among people. This year 
we have a bunch of enthusiastic students hailing from Sciences Po’s vibrant 
multicultural student community, who’ve gladly come forward to be a part of SPRH, 
and take it ahead.  

The main aim of Sciences Po Refugee Help is to contribute to the improvement of the 
living conditions of refugees and asylum seekers. The association is founded on six 
guiding principles which include treating the refugees equally with respect and 
dignity, upholding the standard of the association by full professional conduct by all 
members and volunteers, and promoting the spirit of teamwork and volunteerism 
among students. 
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Yann Le Bec is a first year student in the International Public Management Masters program at 
the Paris School of International Affairs, concentrating on migration and the Middle East. He is 
the president of SciencesPo Refugee Help. He is responsible for the daily running of activities. 
He is in constant contact with the coordinators and links them with the administration. He 
also represents the organization at various meetings with Parisian, national and international 
organizations that work alongside refugees in France and in Europe. Yann applied for this 
position because he is passionate about the issue. “I believe we, as SciencesPo students, are 
able to make a difference, both in the short and long run for asylum seekers and exiled 
people in France. I endeavor the organization to be the most efficient to provide for the 
various needs of refugees in Paris. I also think it is critical to raise awareness on asylum 
seeking in France, as it is grounded in a very conflicting political context,” Yann explains. 
 
 

Déborah Prati is a first year student in the International Security Masters program at the Paris 
School of International Affairs, with concentrations on human rights and Middle-Eastern 
studies. She has worked 8 months at a local NGO in Lebanon as an intern working with the 
many refugees there. She developed her interest in refugee’s issues there, and decided to 
continue her commitment with SPRH. She applied to both Material Needs and Asylum Aid. 
Having had experience in material needs after her work in Lebanon, she decided to join 
Asylum Aid in order to learn new things. She is now the coordinator of the Asylum Aid Team. 
She focuses on the association’s partnerships with housing centers. Her responsibilities 
include organizing visits in the Albin Peyron Center each week, finding volunteers, asking for 
feedback after visits, following up on the situation through their expertise, and training 
volunteers about asylum procedures and social rights of refugees. She also works on looking 
for new partners, coordinating other teams and coordinators, and carries out a lot of work on 
research and coordination with volunteers. 
 

Administration Coordinator – 
SPRH President: Yann Le Bec 

Asylum Aid Coordinator: 
Juliette Laurent 

MEMBERS OF THE DIRECTING BOARD 

Juliette Laurent is currently the Asylum Aid Coordinator. She joined the association because 
“as a student of SciencesPo, where we study political sciences and are supposed to care about 
what is going on in the world, I could not just sit by while a humanitarian crisis was happening 
in my own city. The asylum procedure in France is long and complicated, and asylum seekers 
need to get help throughout the procedure.” Juliette is the asylum aid team coordinator for 
the camp visits. She organizes training sessions about the asylum procedure, visits to the 
camp with volunteers and translators, follow-up about each visit (“for instance, if somebody 
needs help to open a bank account or to have health insurance; or if there are especially 
vulnerable persons, such as kids and families, who need to be referred to specialist 
associations,” Juliette explains). The asylum aid team’s main task is to provide information 
about the asylum procedure to the asylum seekers living in Paris. “Very often they have little 
to no information about the procedure, all the papers they have are written in French, and so 
they don't know where they're at and what they should do. Our work at SPRH is quite useful 
because for the moment we are the only association that actually goes to the camp to do this 
legal information work. When needed, we direct the asylum seekers towards other 
associations like La Cimade, BAAM or ATMF, where they are experienced lawyers that can help 
them with their case.” 

 

Asylum Aid Vice Coordinator: 
Déborah Prati 
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Pierre Delbosc is a first year master student in Comparative Political Sociology at the 
Doctoral School of Sciences Po. Pierre helped Sara and Tina – both founders of the association 
– with administrative matters in the previous year, such as the legal recognition of the 
association at the préfecture. Pierre is currently the coordinator of the French Lessons team. 
“I think that speaking the language of the country you are living is a prerequisite for a 
successful integration - in any society. I had to go through this struggle when I was living 
abroad and I was really willing to make sure that the association would be fulfilling its mission 
in that area,” Pierre says. With Zoé, they coordinate the lessons given by the association in 
three (and soon to be four) housing centers. They get in touch with the heads of each center, 
discuss about a potential cooperation and look for volunteers in Sciences Po that are willing to 
teach French to refugees. They have organized trainings for students to help them overcome 
the challenges they face when teaching French to people who have no knowledge of the 
language or its roots. They also look for new partnerships with housing centers and 
associations in order to extend our activities and create a platform in which Sciences Po 
students can commit. Pierre emphasizes that “Our work aims at bridging the gap between 
those in need and those willing to act. As matter of fact, it’s an off-the-stage position. Our 
volunteers are directly intervening in housing centers and they are doing a great job. They 
should be thanked for that.”  
 

Asita Maria Scherrieb is a second year student in the Human Rights and Humanitarian Action 
Masters program at the Paris School of International Affairs. She lived in Turkey and Iran and 
speaks Farsi and Dari; which she uses to communicate with Afghan and Iranian refugees. She 
has worked with refugees for the last five years in several countries. She is currently the 
Material Needs coordinator, managing more than 60 people in SciencesPo that cares for over 
1,000 refugees. The vice coordinator of the team is Mara Mihailescu. Their team is composed 
of three subteams (Camps; Stocking and Administration) in addition to two spokeswomen, a 
secretary and a few translators. The administration organizes Collection Days, and contacts 
hospitals and other organizations to get donations. The Stocking team is in charge of 
collection and the stocking of donations received. The Camp team goes to the refugee camps 
to speak with refugees to find out the kind of aid they need. This team brings clothes, 
blankets, and other donations to the camps. She says that “we all have a responsibility” when 
it comes to aiding refugees, for it is a way to express our gratitude for living in a democracy. 
“We have a lucky chance to be born in a democracy.” 
 
 

Zoé Canal Brunet is a first year student in the Environmental Policy Masters program at the 
Paris School of International Affairs. She joined the association because she “wanted to be 
part of the initiatives to help with volunteers and with finding new centers.” She is a member 
of the French lessons team because she thinks language skills are “a key tool to make their 
stay in France easier.” As co-coordinator for French Lessons, she manages volunteers that are 
sent to the housing centers and looks for new places that may need the association's help. 
 
 

French Lessons Coordinator: 
Pierre Delbosc 

French Lessons Vice Coordinator: 
Zoé Canal Brunet 

Material Needs Coordinator: 
Asita Maria Scherrieb 
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Adèle Lepoutre is a first year student in the Human Right and Humanitarian Action masters 
program. She became involved in SPRH’s activities as a political commitment. She says: “I am 
deeply ashamed of my government, because its foreign policy creates the conditions that force 
people to migrate, but the state and most of the political actors refuse to welcome migrants 
decently, and use them to reinforce systemic racism, state and police violence, and 
authoritarian strategies.” She explains this is why she chose to be a part of an action for 
refugees, and to “show migrants not every French people is opposed to their presence in 
France]. Adèle chose the Social Activities team because she believes that it is typically 
forgotten that social interaction and stable relationships are also primordial to a person’s 
happiness. With the Social Activities team, they try to have friendly and constant contact with 
asylum seekers, something not always easily done with a teacher or a social worker. Their main 
activities are thus to make them discover Paris and its surroundings by visiting museums, going 
on city tours and hikes, organizing movie projections, diverse artistic workshops, and playing 
football with SciencesPo students. “The idea is to have a cultural dialogue in both ways: by 
making them discover what we love about our cultures it is also an occasion to discover what 
they want to share about their own.” 
 
 

Social Activities Coordinator: 
Adèle Lepoutre 

Mara Mihailescu is a first year student in the International Public Management Masters 
program at the Paris School of International Affairs. She joined the association for several 
reasons. When when the refugee crisis started in Europe, Mara was living in Australia and felt 
powerless to do anything, which is why she was eager to help as soon as she came back. “On a 
more personal level, I am a born migrant myself. My mother left Romania in the 90s after the 
dictatorship ended, and she got help, language lessons and support when she went to 
Germany. The fact this country welcomed her at that time made me who I am, and I think it 
is important to provide that sort of help, especially when people are actually forced to leave 
their country. I can travel so easily for my pleasure, so why do others who need to migrate 
live in terrible conditions and don’t get any support ? Irrespectively of any politics or policy 
matters, I think providing support to people and helping them to live decently should be a 
normal thing in today’s world,” Mara says. She joined Material Needs to help out in camps, 
providing material help, “as it is the first and most direct problem a person can encounter,” 
and Mara wanted to help out. As the vice-coordinator of Material Needs team, she is 
responsible for aiding in the coordination and organization between the Administration, 
Stocking and Camps subteams. In addition, she also helps coordinate what the team is doing 
with the other Sciences Po Refugee Help Teams as well as other associations working on the 
camps. 

Material Needs Vice Coordinator: 
Mara Mihailescu 
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MICRODON 

SOLIDARITY THROUGH SPORTS 

8th October 2016 

On the 7th of October, SPRH team organised a two day 
charity event 'Microdon' at one of the Franprix stores 
located at 11 Rue Du Champ De Mars. SPRH held a small 
stall inside the store, where our volunteers 
enthusiastically stood from morning to evening, offering 
customers information about Sciences Po Refugee Help, 
and enabling them to make a monetary donation 
supporting our cause. The two-day event concluded with 
great zeal and participation from tourists, local Parisians 
and Franprix customers who have generously donated to 
the association, enabling us to provide sufficient 
resources to refugees in our future programs and 
activities.  

Nelson Mandela has once said that, "Sports can create 
hope where there was only despair. It is more powerful 
than governments in breaking down racial barriers, 
fighting discrimination, and unifying people." With this 
motto, SPRH launched its 'Solidarity through Sport' 
initiative last weekend where several Sciences Po students 
joined hands with refugees living at Centre Loiret to play 
a one-day soccer match. This initiative brought together a 
diverse group of young football enthusiasts who went head 
to head in eight to ten rounds of friendly football 
matches. While Sciences Po students impressed spectators 
with their fancy footwork, the real show stealers were 
Centre Loiret residents, who displayed some serious 
dexterity on the field. The match continued for two hours 
with some stellar goals, and post afternoon tea everyone 
headed back with memories of an incredible weekend.  

 

OUR PAST ACTIVITIES 
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WALKING TOUR 

 VISITE DE LA GRANDE MOSQUÉE 

HIKING TRIP TO BOIS DE VINCENNES 

8th October 2016 
‘I would have never been able to discover Paris and 
its beautiful cathedrals, had I not been in one of 
these walking tours’, says a young boy from Sudan to 
one of our volunteers.  

On 8th October, 2016, SPRH organised a walking tour 
for refugees around l’ile de la Citè, Pont des Arts and 
Cathèdrale Notre-Dam. Our volunteers enjoyed 
interacting with the participants of the tour, who 
were mostly children of African origin living in Paris 
as refugees.  

This Saturday our team got to visit the Grande Mosquée 
de Paris along with 20 residents of the Loiret centre. 
They took a guided tour inside the mosque where our 
volunteers very enthusiastically did translations in 
English, Pashto and Arabic along with the hired guide, 
trying to explain the history and significance of the 
mosque to the refugees. This tour was a great cultural 
learning experience for the SPRH team, as most of the 
students learnt about rituals to be performed in a 
mosque from the refugees. The day ended with a little 
picnic in a nearby park, where people played games, 
and shared snacks.  

 

 

15th October 2016 

16th October 2016 

On a bright sunny autumn morning, hiking and 
exploring the beauty of Paris is certainly a good idea. 
Seizing this opportunity, SPRH organized a hiking trip 
to Bois de Vincennes, followed by a picnic and a 
soccer match, where they were joined by nine 
refugees from Loiret Centre. Post hiking, our team 
members had lunch together with the refugees, and 
the day ended with friendly football matches. The 
group left Bois de Vincennes around 16h ending the 
day on a very good note.  
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RELEVANT NEWS 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Un nouveau camp de réfugiés démantelé dans Paris (Le Figaro) 

Vendredi matin, la préfecture de région et la police ont procédé à l'évacuation de ce camp de fortune. Selon l'Office 
français d'immigration et d'intégration (OFII), une cinquantaine de bus conduisaient les familles vers des centres 
d'hébergement 

http://video.lefigaro.fr/figaro/video/un-nouveau-camp-de-refugies-demantele-dans-paris/5128131912001/  

 France set to dismantle 'Jungle' refugee camp in Calais soon: Minister (Press Tv) 

France says it will begin soon completely destroying the sprawling “Jungle” camp in the northern port city of Calais, home 
to thousands of refugees waiting to cross into Britain. 

http://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2016/10/15/489117/France-Calais-Emmanuelle-Cosse  

 France: MSF denounces decision condemning Dunkirk refugee camp to probable closure (Medecins sans Frontiére) 

The refugee camp known as ‘La Linière’ in Grande-Synthe, on the outskirts of Dunkirk, northern France, is to close its doors to 
new arrivals, according to local authorities. They plan to reduce its capacity to 300 people by the end of the year, most likely 
leading to its complete closure in early 2017. 

http://www.msf.org/en/article/france-msf-denounces-decision-condemning-dunkirk-refugee-camp-probable-closure 

Collection of Clothes (19-21 October 2016) 

Between the 19th and the 21th of October 2016, SciencesPo Refugees will be collecting clothes in the hall of 
SciencesPo « la Péniche », at the 27 rue Saint Guillaume. Since this summer, the police have destroyed migrants’ 
camps 22 times and a lot of clothes and materials were lost. Winter is coming and there is an urgent need of clothes. 
We will then stock the donations, organize and redistribute them to the migrants.  

Alimentation Generale Concert (24th November 2016) : « Beat accross borders »  

The fundraising team will organize a musical event at the « Alimentation Generale ». The idea is to mix bands from 
all over the world for a cosmopolitan concert. The funds will be allocated to reinvest in the association, particularly 
for material needs of migrants. 

Conference with Utopia 56 (4rd November 2016)  

This conference will be about how to ameliorate the integration and the welcoming process of migrants in Europe. 
Utopia 56 will be testimonying about their work in Calais and in Grande Synthe in one year. The goal is also to give 
information about their work in Paris and invite people to join the project. Finally, they will provide information 
about what is going on in Calais.  

UNICEF-SPRH Conference (17th of November 2016) 

"Isolated Minor Refugees". SPRH and UNICEF are joining to organize a conference in the context of the UNICEF 
"Children Week". The purpose of the conference will be to talk and debate on the theme of minor refugees who are in 
a critical situation of isolation and legal void. Participants will be asked to bring metro tickets to help SPRH support 
its social activities with the refugees. 

Follow us on: 

http://facebook.com/sciencesporefugeehe
lp 

www.refugeehelp.fr refugeehelp@sciencespo.fr 


